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Mrs Rossana Gaw, Ms Christina Gaw, School Managers, Principal Tang, Parents, Teachers and Students, 

Today I would like to share with you a little story. There was once a small village in the western part of the Sahara
Desert, where the soil was too poor for farming. However, none of the villagers there had ever left the desert. It was not
that they did not want to; it was just that they failed in their repeated attempts to flee the desert. When a modern
Westerner arrived there and learned their story, he decided to give it a try. He set off from the village and kept heading
north. He crossed the desert in just three and a half days. 

After this journey out of the desert, he realized that the villagers were unable to leave because they did not know how to
find directions by using the Northern Star. He then told a local young man that if he wanted to leave, he should rest in the
daytime and follow the Northern Star in the nighttime. The young man followed his advice and travelled to the outskirts
of the desert in three days. The young man became the trail blazer of the village and a statue of him was erected in the
centre of the small village. Engraved on the pedestal was the line: “A new life starts with a new goal.” 

What lesson can you learn from this story? 

A university in Taiwan did a tracking survey on how goal-setting affects one’s life. The research targeted a group of
young adults of similar intelligence, academic qualifications and backgrounds. It revealed that 26% of the subjects had
no goals; 61% had unclear goals; 9 % had clear short term goals and 4% had very clear long term goals. 

The 25-year follow-up study found that the subjects fared differently in their lives. Those with clear long term goals had
never changed their goals and became the masters of their own field and leaders of their community.  

Most of the subjects with short term goals lived comfortable, middle-class lives. They had one point in common: their 
short term goals were being realized constantly and their quality of life improved over time. They became professionals 
such as doctors, lawyers, engineers and senior administrators, and were the backbone of their own trades. 

Nearly all the subjects with unclear goals were leading a lower-middle class existence. Their life and work were stable
but nothing spectacular. 

Almost all the subjects with no goals stayed at the very bottom of society and had to eke out a meagre existence. They
were constantly out of work and relied on social subsidies. They were always venting their dissatisfaction on others and
complaining about society. 

It is therefore concluded that one’s goal is the major guiding force in one’s life. Success starts only as a choice. What
goal you have chosen will determine what achievement you are going to attain and also what life you are going to lead. 

The Russian novelist Leo Tolstoy once said, “An ideal is a beacon. Without an ideal, there is no secure direction; without
direction, there is no life to speak of.” 

 
Today, this academic year finishes. Did you set any short or long term goals when this year began? Were you able to
carry them through?  It is now time to evaluate our achievements. Congratulate yourself if you have accomplished quite
a lot this year. Don’t feel frustrated if you have failed. You will succeed one day if you can understand your own
weaknesses and re-set your goals accordingly. 
 
It is no easy task for a student brought up in the twenty-first century to adapt to this rapidly changing world. Today we
can no longer rely solely on the traditional mode of education to equip us with knowledge that we can apply to our job
right after our graduation. To roam freely and stay on course in our journey through life, we need to learn continuously
and keep abreast of the latest knowledge and know-how; to enhance our personal competence; to broaden our horizons;
and to improve our personal qualities.  
 
Finally, I sincerely hope that every student here today can find their own Northern Star and will be guided by it in their
search for success. I also wish all guests and teachers here today good health and happiness. 
 
Thank you. 
 


