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Speech by Officiating Guest Mr Irons Sze, JP,  
President of the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong 

at the 28th Graduation Ceremony of TWGHs S.C. Gaw Memorial College 
24th May 2013 

 

School Supervisor Sze, Mrs. Rossana Gaw, School Managers, Principal Tang, Honourable Guests, Parents, Teachers and Students, 
 
First I would like to congratulate all graduates here today on reaching an important milestone of your life. You will soon embark on a 
new journey.  I am much honoured to be invited here to share your joy and excitement. 
 

Secondary education is an important chapter in one’s quest for knowledge.  The school provides you with an ideal learning 
environment where you can seek knowledge, know right from wrong, and nurture a caring heart.  Under Tung Wah’s whole-person 
education, you can have an all-round and balanced development, which helps you develop correct and positive values, and cultivate 
proper attitudes of treating others and conducting oneself.  All these are essential to successful career in the future. 
 

We are now witnessing tremendous changes in population structures and labour mobility, which creates impacts on our economy and 
imposes challenges to its development.  I have been a businessman for many years and seen rapid changes in the Hong Kong, 
Mainland and global economies.  A diploma alone can no longer guarantee you a job; what you need is qualities often overlooked by 
youngsters; they are communication, inter-personal, analytical and problem-solving skills, as well as self-discipline and 
time-management.  All these are closely related to your attitudes to your job and the people around you.  So I hope all the graduates 
and students here today can start to equip yourselves for the future challenges.  Youngsters are the future pillars of our society and 
play an important role in its development.  I am now urging you to do three things well in advance: 
 
First, don’t be afraid of “losing” or “gaining nothing”.  Your greatest asset is youthfulness and time.  Try and learn new things 
when you are still young. Don’t be bothered by the short-term gain-or-loss.  Even though you may have been on the “wrong track” 
or made the wrong choice, it is still a valuable experience.  The more you sow, the more you reap.  Don’t haggle over every ounce 
or whine at everything.  In fact, success may not be necessarily part of our life.  If you fail when you are young and can stand up 
again at the very spot where you fall, I am sure you will be more successful than those who have never experienced failure.  You will 
be more mature and have a sharper mind.  You can overcome all hurdles and succeed only if you are able to face failure bravely, 
stand firm in front of difficulty, stay confident during uncertain times, and persevere with no complaints. 
 

Second, be conscientious.  Make an all-out effort whether you are at work or in school.  Don’t be a quitter.  When you come 
across any difficulty in your studies, ask humbly for help from your teachers and seniors at school.  When you are confronted with 
any problems, don’t run away from them but do your utmost to fix them.  A responsible person will be well-received by others.  
Have you ever seen any teacher or boss who does not like a conscientious student or worker?  
 

Third, widen your perspective and keep learning.  Under “One Country, Two Systems”, Hong Kong has a competitive edge over 
other cities – “leveraging on the Mainland, engaging ourselves globally”.  Youngsters should never stop learning and always keep 
abreast of the latest trends. Widen your perspective by learning more about the world and the Mainland.  Equip yourself to meet the 
challenges from the ever-changing world.   
 

You are about to graduate and you must be grateful to the school for nurturing you within these few years.  You must specially thank 
the principal and the teachers for their guidance.  You have now completed your secondary education and laid a solid foundation for 
your further studies and future career.  Your principal and teachers’ efforts are indispensible to this achievement.  You should also 
thank your parents for their love and care.  They walk by your side on the path to adulthood and give you unconditional support and 
endless encouragement.  I earnestly hope that starting from today you will strive for excellence, that you will remain grateful to the 
school and will never forget your teachers’ words, that you will become a cultured, honest, righteous and amiable person, and that you 
aim at being a useful person and serving the community to the fullest. 
 
Graduation is not only the closing of a chapter in your lifelong education but also the starting line of a new one.  You are stepping on 
an exciting new chapter in your life.  If you continue working hard and making use of the knowledge, the values as well as attitudes 
acquired at school wisely, you can achieve whatever goals you have set for yourself.  I am sure that you can create a world of your 
own and make our world a better place for everyone.  
 

Finally, I wish all graduates a bright and prosperous future and your school every success in the nurturing of young talents.   
Thank you. 

 


