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Opening Address by Ms Tang Wai Chun, Agnes, the Principal
at the Speech Day of the
TWGHs S. C. Gaw Memorial College
on May 27,2011

Mrs Hong, Distinguished Guests, Parents, Teachers and Students,

We are greatly honoured to have Mrs Hong, Principal Education Officer, to officiate at our F.7
Graduation Ceremony. On behalf of the school, | would like to thank her and all our guests for
their gracious presence this evening.

Since 1984, our school has acquired a well-deserved reputation for providing quality all-round
education. We have placed equal emphasis on the Chinese and English languages. With the
implementation of the Language Fine-tune Policy this year, we have adopted a Language
Enhancement Across Curriculum Scheme in Junior Secondary in which Integrated Humanities and
Science will adopt English as the medium of instruction. While for senior secondary, Total English
Learning is put in place, that is to say, except Chinese Language, Chinese Literature, Chinese History
and Liberal Studies, all other subjects are taught in English. When we take a look at the Focus
Inspection Report on the Medium of Instruction conducted by Quality Assurance Division (QAD),
Education Bureau (EDB) in January 2011, we know that our efforts are not in vain. One of the
concluding remarks of the report was, “The whole-school language policy of the school has been
formulated with due consideration given to the school context, student readiness and teachers’
capability. Under the guidance of the new Principal, more attention has been paid to the planning,
implementation and evaluation of the school-based MOI arrangements. Teachers share the goal of
preparing students to learn science and humanities subjects in English in their senior secondary level.
The newly formulated Language Across the Curriculum framework has facilitated useful discussion
among teachers and some cross-curricular collaboration. For subjects adopting English as the MO,
the curriculum and teaching material have been suitably adapted for meeting students’ learning needs.
Good efforts have been made in producing school-based packages for supporting the learning needs
of S1 students. Teachers are ready to make use of evaluation findings to modify their curriculum
and assessment practices. Activities for school-based professional development have been stepped up
for teachers, with a sharper focus on enhancing learning and teaching. Conscientious efforts are
being made to enhance the English-rich environment.” As seen, plenty of opportunities were
afforded in order to enable our students to acquire maximum exposure to both English & Chinese, in
addition to Putonghua, and they are at ease with all three when they graduate.



Attitudes are changing towards the education of the young. Quality education is not simply about
imparting facts to be absorbed by the mind, it includes knowledge of the heart and hands. Our
school motto, “Diligence, Frugality, Loyalty and Faithfulness" which permeate through the formal
and hidden curriculum, is to enable each student to act on the moral standard of the school. It is
pleased to find that our students excel and grow in a caring and pleasurable learning environment.
Our students’ behaviour is as good as their academic pursuit speaks for the school’s efforts directed
to this end. In this respect, I am happy to report that for many years student’s performance in most
of the HKCEE and HKALE subjects were above the territory average. Last year, one of our F.7
graduates achieved 4 distinctions and 1 credit in the HKALE and is now studying Medicine at the
University of Hong Kong. This is a testimony to the efforts put in by the teachers to realize the
academic potential of every student. Without such a worthy team, the school would not be in its
present shape. Also, | am delighted to report that in these years quite a number of our graduates
were awarded scholarships and awards as well as nominated by the universities where they were
furthering their education to the Dean’s List or Honour Roll for excelling in their studies there. It is

indeed another vivid example of our school’s success in preparing students for lifelong learning.

To aim at a holistic development of our students, the school continues to put much emphasis on both
the formal and informal curriculum. The immersion of extra-curricular activities into the
curriculum promotes students’ life-wide learning experience and multi-intelligences. Throughout
the years, the school has provided varied and substantial school activities for students. The vibrant
school life truly reflects students’ engagement in these activities and more importantly, students of
diverse abilities and needs are catered for. Our effort is further affirmed by the blossoming of
budding talents and promising elites in a good range of areas as shown in their outstanding
attainment in local, territory-wide and even international competitions. What we aim at is both,
quantity and quality, the achievements of our students as shown on our school webpage is a vivid
reflection of the task of the school has fulfilled.

In the quest for quality education, every individual has a role to play. Our school is fortunate
enough to be blessed with an extremely supportive School Sponsoring Body. To my delight, we
have the wise counsel of the Incorporated Management Committee, a team of dedicated teachers,
unfailing support of parents and the community at large. 1 am confident that this synergy will
surely enable the school to do even better.

In closing, may | wish the graduates a bright future and our guests good health and prosperity.
Thank you.
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